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assertions of power over women. But women 

aren’t the only victims. Sometimes an overbear-

ing, sexually aggressive female boss may harass 

a male subordinate; but more commonly, men 

are victimized when other men create a hostile 

environment through bullying, hazing, sexual 

insults, and other boorish behaviors. According 

to the United States Equal Employment 

Opportunity Commission (2015), sexual harass-

ment charges filed by men increased from 11.6% 

of all cases in 1997 to 17.5% of all cases in 2014.

Sexual Orientation
Prejudices expressed at the personal level often 

combine gender and sexual orientation. For 

many years, gays and lesbians have been rejected, 

ridiculed, and condemned on moral, religious, 

criminal, or even psychiatric grounds. Today, 

homosexuals and bisexuals—as well as people 

assumed to be or accused of being gay or bisexual— 

experience heightened levels of discrimina-

tion, interpersonal rejection, or even violence 

(Pew Research Center, 2013a; see Exhibit 12.1). 

Such sexual prejudice varies along gender lines. 

According to one study (Herek, 2000), women 

tend to express fewer antigay attitudes, beliefs, 

and behaviors than men. But the object of atti-

tudes is also gender specific. Heterosexual men 

tend to have more negative attitudes toward and 

feel more discomfort around gay men than they 

feel toward lesbians. Heterosexual women, in 

contrast, hold similar attitudes toward gay men 

and lesbians. Demonstrating one’s heterosexu-

ality and one’s conformity to traditional gender 

roles seems to be of greater concern to men than 

women, which may explain the heightened male 

hostility toward gay men.

Often, the attitudes are unabashedly virulent. 

According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

(2014), there were over 1,400 reported hate 

crime offenses based on sexual orientation in 

2014. Several years ago, a gay college student in 

Wyoming, Matthew Shepard, was pistol-whipped, 

tied to a fence, and left to die. At his funeral, pro-

testors from a church in Topeka, Kansas, held up 

signs reading “God Hates Fags!” The church’s 

website had a picture of Matthew depicted burn-

ing in hell. The same website had a similar photo 
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Exhibit 12.1 Treatment of LGBT People in the United States 


